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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

I'm thrilled to share Hungkuang University’s achievements in international
exchange for 2024! This booklet highlights the strides we’ve made over the past
year in our journey toward global engagement. From students pursuing dual-
degree programs and taking part in overseas internships and study
opportunities, to international scholars and partner school students joining us
for short-term teaching or training, every collaboration has brought fresh
energy and diversity to Hungkuang, making our campus more vibrant and
dynamic.

We firmly believe that cross-cultural exchange is a gateway to growth and
inspiration. These experiences encourage our students to step out of their
comfort zones and explore a broader world. At the same time, visiting scholars
and students from our international partners enrich our campus with their
unique stories and professional expertise, injecting fresh perspectives and a
sense of vitality. These connections, like small streams, come together to build a
bridge of mutual learning and shared progress.

Seeing our students confidently excel on the global stage and welcoming
international friends who leave their mark on our campus fills me with pride
and joy. Each exchange is not just an event but a new beginning—an
opportunity for deeper understanding and mutual growth.

Looking ahead, we are committed to creating even more opportunities for
international collaboration. These initiatives will inspire our students and
faculty while bringing new perspectives that continue to shape Hungkuang’s
development. I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone who has been
part of this journey—students, faculty, and partners alike. It is your
contributions that turn these exchanges into meaningful and memorable stories
of connection.

I look forward to seeing even more remarkable chapters of international
exchange in Hungkuang in the future!

(S

President
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FOREWORD FROM DEAN OF
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS OFFICE

"One’s destination is never a place, but a new way of seeing things."
—— Henry Miller

This quote captures the essence of our mission in promoting
international education: that travel and exchange are not just about
reaching new places, but about gaining new perspectives and
understanding. Through these experiences, we hope our students can
expand their horizons and view the world in a more diverse and enriched
way.

The year 2024 marks a significant milestone in our Hungkuang
University’s journey toward internationalization. We have collaborated
with partners from more than 10 different countries, including the United
States, Australia, Italy, the United Kingdom, Canada, Japan, South
Korea, Singapore, Thailand, and Malaysia. A total of 845 participants
took part in these international exchange activities, with 164 students
engaging in in-person overseas exchanges and 681 students participating in
online collaborations. This reflects the growing importance of digital
technology in fostering global connections.

In terms of physical exchanges, we sent 126 students abroad for short-
term study programs, with destinations including Japan (51 students),
South Korea (31 students), Singapore (3 students), Thailand (7 students),
and Malaysia (34 students). Additionally, 33 students embarked on
professional internships, traveling to Australia (19 students) and Italy (14
students) to gain valuable industry and cultural insights. Furthermore, 5
students participated in dual-degree programs, studying in the United
States (3 students), the United Kingdom (1 student), and Japan (1

student), advancing their academic growth on a global stage.



FOREWORD FROM DEAN OF
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS OFFICE

To enrich our campus’s international atmosphere, Hungkuang

University welcomed 41 visiting scholars from 18 different countries,
hosting 93 engaging events. Our guests came from nations including the
United States, Canada, France, Italy, Spain, Japan, South Korea,
Australia, Singapore, Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia, Paraguay, Iceland,
Turkey, Egypt, Bangladesh, and Tuvalu. These activities attracted a total
of 3,552 enthusiastic participants from our university community, infusing
our campus with diverse cultural exchanges and deepening our global
collaborations.

These achievements demonstrate Hungkuang University’s commitment
to advancing internationalized education. We believe that through these
cross-border learning and collaboration experiences, our students will not
only enhance their professional skills but also cultivate a global mindset
and broaden their worldview.

As we look to the future, Hungkuang University will continue to

strengthen our international partnerships, providing our students with

diverse and in-depth learning opportunities that enable them to shine on

YA )

Dean,
Office of International Affairs

the global stage.
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Through the short-term study activities at London College of
Fashion, [ experienced many different international cultures and

learned about teaching methods in various regions. Education in
European and American countries places great emphasis on
individual ideas.

During the program, the instructors encouraged students to
express their designs in their own unique ways. I learned how to
convey the design I envisioned during production, rather than simply
following instructions step by step. This greatly boosted my self-
confidence.

Thanks to this short-term study activity organized by my school, 1
broadened my horizons in London, England, and gained a wealth of
new knowledge. Now, I feel inspired to take the initiative to learn

and explore new things.
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An opening ceremony was held on the first day at one of
Kyungnam University’s halls. We had the opportunity to meet all the
other students from different countries who were also participating
in the same program. There were students from Taiwan, Japan,
China, the USA, and the Philippines. After the opening ceremony, we
all went to have lunch at the school’s cafeteria. It was really special,
as the menu was different every day.

Later, we all had to take a level test to determine our Korean
language proficiency and see which class we belonged to. Since my
Korean language skills are not very strong, I knew [ would be placed
in the beginner class. We had a total of three different teachers who
taught us basic Korean language, vocabulary using K-pop music, and

everyday phrases.
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In addition to the Korean language classes, we also participated
in a cooking class where we made kimchi, DIY craft class, and
Taekwondo class, all of which were incredibly interesting. Kyungnam
University also organized a two-day, one-night trip to Seoul for us.

In conclusion, I learned a lot during this program and made
amazing friends. Thanks to them, I have many happy memories, and
they made my journey even more enjoyable.
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This class discussed how Disney became successful. First of all,
we learned that there are six Disneyland parks around the world,
including those in the USA, Paris, China, Japan, and Hong Kong. We
realized that expanding internationally was a key factor in Disney's
success. In 1983, Disney successfully opened its park in Tokyo,
which became a huge milestone.




So why was Disney so successful in Japan? One reason is that
Japanese culture, especially after World War II, recognized and
accepted foreign influences like Disney. Additionally, Japanese
culture values collectivism, which aligns well with Disney’s family-
oriented image. Tokyo was also the first overseas location Disney
chose, making it more convenient for visitors from Asia. As for
Disneyland Paris, it attracts around 17 million Europeans who live
less than a two-hour drive from the park, with another 30 million
able to fly there within a short time. This shows how Disney
strategically selects its locations to maximize accessibility and
success.
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Before I listened to Yagiz's presentation, I already knew some
information about Starbucks. After hearing the presentation, I'd like
to share my thoughts and feedback.

Starbucks’ story exemplifies the power of reinvention. Starting as
a small coffee bean retailer, it has grown into a global phenomenon.
Its success shows the importance of adaptability and customer
focus. By prioritizing quality, community, and innovation, Starbucks
not only transformed the coffee industry but also redefined the
modern café experience. Its journey teaches us the value of staying
true to core values while evolving with the times.

I'm very grateful for this insightful presentation from Teacher
Yagiz. It helped me understand how a company can grow while

staying innovative and customer-centered.
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Netflix, the world’s leading streaming entertainment service,

employs a creative global marketing strategy to connect with
audiences from diverse cultures. Using data analytics, Netflix
personalizes content recommendations and promotional campaigns to
match individual preferences, making its service more relevant and
appealing.

Through localized content production and partnerships, Netflix
ensures authenticity and builds strong connections with its viewers.
Engaging social media platforms and collaborating with influencers
further enhance brand awareness and create a sense of community
among subscribers worldwide.

Additionally, Netflix uses innovative technology to deliver high-
quality streaming and user-friendly interfaces, providing a seamless
viewing experience. This commitment to technology and localization
has made Netflix a leader in the global streaming industry.
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Troy University, USA

This summer program at Hungkuang University was such an
unforgettable experience! The morning Mandarin classes were fun
and interactive-our teacher was so patient and encouraging, which
made learning less stressful. 1 especially enjoyed the afternoon
hands-on workshops. My favorite was street drink DIY, where we
made our own bubble tea. It felt amazing to make something so
iconic to Taiwan! The field trips were also incredible. The visit to
Sun Moon Lake blew my mind-the scenery was breathtaking! But
what made this program truly special were the HKU buddies. They
were super welcoming and always made sure we felt at home. Even
if their English wasn’t perfect, they tried so hard to communicate,
which made me feel really touched. I've made so many memories

and friendships that I'll treasure forever!




Shokei Gakuin University, Japan

My time at Hungkuang University was simply amazing. It was my
first time visiting Taiwan, and everything felt so fresh and exciting. I
really appreciated the HKU buddies; they were like a bridge between
us and Taiwan. One of them, Jason, even tried speaking Japanese to
me, which made me feel more comfortable. The night market trips
were a highlight! The buddies showed us the best snacks, and I got
to try stinky tofu (not bad at alll). The rock climbing workshop was
another favorite I had never tried it before, and the buddies cheered
me on the whole time. This program wasn’t just about learning new
skills or exploring Taiwan; it was about connecting with people from
all over the world. I'll never forget the kindness and energy of the

HKU students.

STIKES Telegorejo Semarang, Indonesia

Hungkuang Summer Program was
one of the happiest times of my life.
Every day was packed with activities
that made me smile. The buddies
were fantastic, they weren’t just
classmates but became true friends.
The activities were also incredible. 1

loved the Pilates and accessory DIY g%

classes, they were fun and relaxing
at the same time. What stood out
the most was the group Vvibe.
Everyone was so supportive and
friendly, which made me feel like 1
belonged. I came to Taiwan as a

student but left with a heart full of |

memories and friendships that I’ll
cherish forever.
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Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman, Malaysia

I had an amazing time at Hungkuang University this summer. The
mix of cultural activities and workshops was perfect. My favorite was

the pastry DIY session—it was messy but so much fun! I also loved
the trips, especially to Sun Moon Lake. The buddies were the real
stars of the program, though. They were always enthusiastic and
helpful, making sure we enjoyed every moment. This program was
more than just an educational experience; it was a chance to
connect with people from around the world and create memories I'll
carry with me forever.
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